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2025 Candidates Forums / Debates Hosted by the League of Women Voters of the 
Morris Area 
 
The League of Women Voters of the Morris Area, along with its partners NJ Hills Media Group; 
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., Morristown Alumnae Chapter; Daily Record; NAACP, Morris 
County Branch; and Roxbury PTO/PTA have invited candidates to participate in forums / debates 
for NJ Assembly, Morris County Commissioners, and municipal and board of education races 
across Morris County. Forums were held for six municipal races and three board of education 
races in September and October. Unfortunately, 30 races did not have forums due to insufficient 
candidate participation, which is required to meet the League’s nonpartisan policy. 
 
For over a century, the League has provided unbiased information through forums/debates, 
candidate questionnaires, voter registration drives, and educational events. These forums are 
essential to promoting an informed and engaged electorate. Despite multiple attempts since 
August, many candidates declined or did not respond. The League thanks the candidates who are 
participating, allowing voters the opportunity to hear where they stand on key issues in a fair and 
inclusive setting. When candidates decline, voters miss out, and democracy suffers. 
 
The League’s forums / debates are strictly nonpartisan, moderated by trained professionals 
following FEC guidelines and the League’s high standards. Questions are gathered from the 
public, carefully reviewed by a team of sponsors for relevance, and focused on issues candidates 
would address if elected. The League ensures no bias or personal attacks are allowed. As 
always, the League does not support or oppose any candidates or political parties. 
 
Listed below are forums / debates that are confirmed and forums that could not be scheduled. We 
encourage the voters to reach out to their candidates to thank those participating and to urge 
those not yet committed to take this opportunity to present their positions to their constituents.  
 
Confirmed Forums 
Forums can be viewed on the League of Women Voters of the Morris Area YouTube channel 
youtube.com/@lwvmorrisarea, and the LWV Morris Area website lwvmorrisarea.org/candidates-
forums. 
 
Co-sponsors:  Daily Record; New Jersey Hills Media Group; NAACP, Delta Sigma Theta 
Sorority, Inc., Morristown Alumnae Chapter; Roxbury PTA/PTOs. 

 
● Chatham Borough Council 9/10 Chatham Borough Town Hall  

Participating: Joseph Barrette, Karen Koronkiewicz, Miles Gilmore 
 

● Kinnelon Borough Council 10/21  
Participating: Anthony Chirdo, J. Eric Harriz, Gary Colombo, Randall White 
 

● Morristown Town Council 9/16  
Participating: Andrew Delaney, Celeste J. Kaitsa, Aaron “A.J.” Oliver, David Silva, Toshiba 
Foster, Nathan Umbriac 
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● Morristown Mayor 9/16  

Participating: Bruce Meringolo, Timothy P. Dougherty, Andrea Lekberg 
 

● Parsippany-Troy Hills Township Mayor 10/22   
Participating: James R. Barberio, Pulkit Desai 
 

● Parsippany-Troy Hills Township Board of Ed 10/15 
This forum was hosted by LWV Livingston and LWV Warren / West Morris Counties and 
can be viewed at bit.ly/4htY0fD. 

Participating: Susy Golderer, Jack S. Raia, Lama R. Elharairi, Alison Cogan, Dhaval Shah 
 

● Mendham Township Board of Ed 9/11  
Participating: Elisabeth Tamasi, Christina Klausner, Diana Orban Brown, Allison Barratt, 
Kathleen McCallum, Cynthia Brusco 
 

● Morris School District Board of Ed, Morris Township seats 10/14 
Participating: Melissa Spiotta, Colin Gaul, Diana Agu 
 

● Roxbury Township Board of Ed 9/25  
Participating: Adam DelGuercio, Christopher Milde, Sharon MacGregor-Nazzaro, 
Christopher Conzen, Annette Brooks, Jennifer Marchese 
 
 

Canceled Forums 
 

● LD 25 NJ Assembly 
Agreed: Steven Pylpchuk, Marisa Sweeney 
No Response: Aura K. Dunn, Christian E. Barranco 

. 
● LD 26 NJ Assembly 

Agreed: Brian Bergen 
Declined: Walter Mielarczyk, Michael P. Mancuso 
No Response: Jay Webber 

 
●  Morris County Commissioners 

Agreed: Max Blum, Marie DeVenezia, Jocelyn Mathiasen 
Declined: Christine Myers, Douglas Cabana, Thomas Mastrangelo 

 
● Boonton Town Council 

Agreed: Carol Morokoff, Danielle Cascone, Luisa F. Lopez 
Had conflict - submitted statement: Kimberly Mazzei 
Withdrew: John P. Meehan, James Hodgins, Robert J. Murray, Bill Neely 
 

● Boonton Township Committee 

 No Response: William Klingener, Paul Allieri, Paul Rozenberg, John Moran 
 

● Butler Borough Board of Ed  
Agreed but only if others from a different slate joined: Jamie Tacinelli, Christoph Karl 
Ziegler, Jr.  
Declined: Karen Smith 
No Response: Roberto DiMeo, William Neira 
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● Chatham Township Committee 
 Agreed: Stacey Ewald, Michael Choi 
 No Response: Ronald Rubino, Daniel R. Bevere 
 

● Chester School District Board of Ed  
Agreed: Tracy Ali 
No Response: Adam Colicchio, Melissa Mauro-Duffy, Adam Sorchini 
 

● Denville Township Council 
Agreed: Cameron Morrisette, Patrick Bieger 
Declined: Christina Kovacs, Mark T. Venus 
 

● Dover Town Council 
Agreed: Christopher Almada 
No Response: Maria Rosario 
 

● East Hanover Regional Board of Ed  
 No Response: Michael Filippone, Giuseppe Peluso, Deborah Politi Davis 
 

● Florham Park Regional Board of Ed 
Agreed: Joanne Greene Tobias 
Declined: John R. Miscia 
 

● Florham Park Borough Council 
 No Response: Kristen Santoro, Nicholas Cicarelli, John William Upton 
 

● Hanover Township Committee 
No Response: Frank Fasolo, Thomas “Ace” Gallagher, Diana Murray 

 
● Long Hill Township Committee 

Agreed: Mansi Patel 
No Response: Victor T. Verlezza 

 
● Madison Borough Council 

Agreed: Debra Coen 
Declined: Mark Chiarolanza, Michelle Goodwin 
No Response before Cancellation: Tom Haralampoudis 
 

● Mendham Borough Council 
 Agreed: Mark Vandenhende, Robert Ritger 

Declined: Matthew Bruin, Alexandra Henry Traut 
 

● Mendham Borough Mayor 
 Agreed: Mark Washburne 
 No Response: James R. Kelly 

 
● Mendham Borough Regional Board of Ed  

Agreed: Thomas R. Brooks 
Declined: Henry Niemczyk 
 

● Mendham Township Committee 
 Agreed: Lauren Spirig, Clare Hackney 

Declined: Gary Kapner, Tracey Moreen 



 

 

 
● Montville Township Committee 

Agreed: Giuseppe Montaperto, Lucile F. Tullo 
Declined: Daria Senaldi, Chris Fano 
 

● Montville Township Board of Ed 
Declined: Christine Fano, Michael Rappaport, John Petrozzino 
No response: Susan Lieberman 
 

● Morris Plains Borough Council 
 Agreed: Nancy Verga, Michael Ivey 
 Declined: Anthony J. Tonini, Ann M. Bono 
 

● Morris Township Committee 
 No Response: George Talarico, Jeff Grayzel 
 

● Parsippany-Troy Hills Township Council  
Agreed: Matt Kavanagh, Diya Patel 
Withdrew: Frank Neglia, Jigar Shah 

 
● Rockaway Borough Board of Ed  

Agreed: Michael Dougherty  
No Response: Brian Rivieccio 
 

● Rockaway Township Council: 
Agreed: John (Jack) Quinn, Douglas Brookes, Michael Ilardi, Bradley Chalupski,        
Tucker Kelly 
Not Available: Susan F. Royek, Sophia Freire, Jonathan Sackett, Emanuel (Manny) 
Friedlander, Michael W. Fluhr 
No Response: Mary Noon, William C. Royal III 
 

● Rockaway Township Regional Board of Ed:  
Agreed: Barbara C. Levy 
No Response: Michael Wieczerzak 
 

● Roxbury Township Council: 
 Agreed: Brian E. Considine, Allen Emmons, Gail E. Braden 
 No Response: Jim Rilee, Mark Crowley, Bob DeFillippo 

 
● Wharton Borough Board of Ed: 

 Agreed: Querlin Jones 
 No Response: Robin Lynn Ghebreal, Kelly A. Elardo, Alexander Berniz 
 

 
 


